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Town/City: —§ Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
Photograph North Eastham/Nauset 


Address: 185 Nauset Light Beach Road 
Historic Name: Kneeland - Pickells Cottage 
Uses: Present: summer cottage 

Original: summer cottage 
Date of Construction: 1905-1920 
Source: deeds, historic maps 
Style/Form: Summer Cottage 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: concrete block 


View from 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
None 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
none 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] yesL] Date: 


Acreage: 0.41 


Setting: The house is situated near the Nauset Lighthouse 
and overlooks Nauset Light Beach of the Cape Cod 
National Seashore and the Atlantic Ocean. 


2 i: 0 ree a 
Source: Mass GIS Oliver Parcel Viewer 
Recorded by: Kathryn Grover & Neil Larson 
Larson Fisher Associates 


Organization: Eastham Historical Commission 


Date: June 2020 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Kneeland — Pickells Cottage, built ca. 1910, is a one-story wood frame summer cottage with a hipped roof and central brick 
chimney. Its southern fagade contains an entrance on a corner porch recessed under the house roof. Two pairs of windows on 
the east wall provide views of the ocean from a principal room; a smaller window at the rear of the wall is likely in the kitchen. 
Three smaller windows are located high on the west wall as is one around the corner on the south wall; these likely are located 
in sleeping spaces. A second doorway and flanking windows are positioned at the north end of the west wall. Three windows 
and an outdoor shower are located on the north end. 


The house is sited at the edge of a steep escarpment above Nauset Beach. It is reached by a long driveway and is centered in a 
small clearing. Bordering land is covered with scrub foliage. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

In 1893, Robert W. Howard and Edward F. Reed, two realtors from metropolitan Boston organized as the Cape Cod Bay Land 
Company, recorded a 302-lot subdivision named Nausett Beach just west of the Nauset Lights on the both sides of the “town 
road” now named Cable Road. The development was organized into forty-six blocks, most containing six or eight lots of roughly 
3100 square feet each. On the south side of Cable Road a “Central Ave” was platted to run east and west, and thirteen short 
lanes ran north and south. On the north side of Cable Road. where the cottage now numbered 185 Nauset Light Beach Road 
was built, the subdivision had three numbered avenues running east to west and eight lettered streets running north and south.' 


Born in 1862, Robert W. Howard had been a paper bag manufacturer and an inventor and patent dealer before he turned to real 
estate by the early 1890s. His partner in the land company, Edward F. Reed, was born in 1843, lived in Everett, and was listed in 
the 1900 census as a “capitalist” and in 1910 as a realtor. Howard at least had a connection to Cape Cod: his stepfather, Luther 
C. Crowell, was an inventor who summered in Wellfleet. In 1889 Howard and Reed had acquired Lieutenant’s Island in south 
Wellfleet, hired Tully Crosby of Brewster to survey the land, and advertised 2800-square-foot lots through agents across the 
state, The lot were offered at $25 each, and the company sold more than fifty of them through 1916, when Howard died. One 
advertisement in the Boston Herald noted that the lots were on the “finest beach in Massachusetts, near depot, Post office, and 
store,” and could be had with a $5 down payment and $5 a month; the price “next summer,” the ad declared, would be $100.? 


Howard and Reed formed the Cape Cod Bay Land Company as a trust in early December 1890, and in April 1892 the company 
began to buy numerous parcels, in all more than 42 acres, surrounding Nauset Lights. In 1892 Crosby prepared the subdivision 
plan for the north side of Cable Road, and the next year he recorded the south-side subdivision. Howard and Reed began selling 
lots in February 1893. By 1895, the Boston Globe reported, the company had sold more than fifty lots in one week at Nausett 
Beach and reported an overall “decided increase in the demand for seashore property, both in sales of lot and renting 
cottages.”? Howard and Reed sold and resold the lots to hundreds of buyers through about 1913. 


In February 1896 Reed and Howard sold three lots in the Nausett Beach development to the author Eva M. Crosby Kellogg and 
her husband, Congregational minister Charles C. Kellogg of Brookline. There is no indication that the Kelloggs ever built on the 
lots, and in November 1904 Eva Kellogg sold two of the three—the site of 185 Nauset Light Beach Road—to another minister, 
Martin Dwelle Kneeland of Boston, for an unstated sum.’ Born in Onondaga, New York, Kneeland graduated Hamilton College 


' “Plan of the Nausett Beach No. 2 No. Eastham Mass. Property of the Cape Cod Bay Land Co., 1893, BCP 24:43 (sheet 2) (south side); 

“Nausett Beach Plan No. 1. Eastham, Mass. Property of the Cape Cod Bay Land Co.,” 1892, BCP 24:33 (north side). 

2 “Developing Lieutenant’s Island,” 20 March 2015, https://southwellfleet.wordpress.com/2015/03/20/developing-lieutenants-island/; Boston 

Herald, 2 Feb 1890, 14. A similar ad published in The Town of Shrewsbury: Its Location, Advantages and Attractions as a Place of Residence 

and for Business (1890) listed Worcester agents for the land company. See also “South Wellfleet,” BP, 17 Dec 1889, 4: “Mr Crosby of Brewster 

has been in town the past week, surveying land for the Cape Cod Bay Land Company”; the plan includes Tully Crosby’s name as surveyor. 

3 Boston Globe, 6 May 1895, 7. 

4 Edward F. Reed, Everett, and Robert W. Howard, Chelsea, trustees Cape Cod Bay Land Company, to Eva M. Crosby Kellogg and Charles 

C. Kellogg, Boston, 10 February 1896, BCD 222:66; Eva M. Crosby Kellogg to Martin D. Kneeland, Boston, 9 November 1904, BCD 268:507. 
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in 1869, was ordained in 1873, and was a pastor in Waterloo, New York, in 1875 when he married Sarah A. Lord of Montpelier, 
Vermont. In the 1880s he ministered to a large Presbyterian congregation in Titusville, Pennsylvania, and late in 1890 he 
became pastor of Roxbury (Massachusetts) Presbyterian Church. Kneeland left this pastorate in 1895 to become secretary of 
the New England Sabbath Protective League (by 1914 the Lord’s Day League), devoted to preventing all manner of activities 
and practices on Sundays. For more than thirty years he led the league’s efforts to prevent restaurants from serving liquor, 
railroad excursion, and sports on Sundays. At his death in 1946 the Boston Globe described him as militant and added, 


He attained his greatest prominence here as the outstanding opponent of professional sports on Sunday and he 
successfully opposed more than 300 separate bills seeking liberalization of the then strict Sunday laws in the 
Legislatures of the various New England states. He successfully led the fight for passage of bills guaranteeing 
transportation and mercantile employees one day off in seven and was a pioneer leader of the Christian Endeavor 
movement, establishing one of the first C. E. Societies in the state of New York.® 


When, exactly, the Kneeland cottage was built is impossible to establish from deeds, as through the 1940s none mention the 
presence of buildings on these lots. The 1905 Eastham map shows nothing on this site. But that the Kneelands built on the 
property and occupied a house there seasonally seem certain, as they owned the parcel for forty years and only sold it when 
they were too far from Cape Cod to use it. In 1940 Kneeland was living in San Jose, California, and in 1944 he was living in 
Claremont, California, when he sold 185 Nauset Light Beach Road to his son William Aiken Kneeland of Winchester. William A. 
Kneeland was a well-known Boston attorney and Republican “floor leader” in the Massachusetts House of Representatives in 
1919. Kneeland sold the property just two months later to John Lovell Pickells (1904-80), also a minister.® 


Born in Edgartown in 1904, John L. Pickells was the son of an English immigrant clergyman and grew up in Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania, and Freeport, Illinois. He graduated Hobart College in 1926 and was a minister in Freeport in 1929 when he 
married schoolteacher Edna Belle Ferguson (1904-48) of Seneca Castle, New York, who had attended Hobart’s “sister” school, 
William Smith College. In 1929 as well he was named dean of the interdenominational Cambridge School of Religious 
Education, founded in 1924, and was ordained a deacon of the Episcopal church. By 1940 Pickells was a minister in Webster, 
and by the 1960s he was on the faculty of South Kent School in Connecticut. At Pickells’ death in 1980 the Eastham cottage and 
its lot passed by will to his married daughters Betsy Swan, Sarah E. Burrill, and Marguerite Bartlett, who placed it in trust. In 
2012 Bartlett transferred title to 185 Nauset Light Beach Road to her daughter Caroline, then living in Kennebunkport, Maine, 
and Mary Bryson, then a resident of Cambridge, as trustees to Grampy’s Cottage Realty Trust.’ That trust was the owner of 
record in 2020. 
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The 185 Nauset Light Beach Road cottage was built on Lots 3 and 4 of Block 2, depicted in the upper range of lots left of 
center, west of (above) A Street and south of Fourth Avenue (BCD 24:41). 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from NW. 


View looking SE from cottage. 
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